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Academic Employment 

Rhodes College, 1995-present 
Full Professor, 2020-present 
Chair, Art Department, 1998-2001; 2002-2012; 2020 
The James F. Ruffin Chair of Art, 2011-2017 and 2023-present  

 

Education  

Ph.D., Rutgers University, 1995  
 Dissertation: The Sculpture of Desiderio da Settignano 

M.A., Syracuse University, 1990  
B.A., Oberlin College, 1986 

  

Grants, Awards and Honors 

The James F. Ruffin Chair of Art, Rhodes College, 2023-present  
Council of Independent Colleges and the Samuel H. Kress Foundation Grant: 
Teaching European Art in Context.  Project to host seminar entitled: “Power 
and Absence: Connecting Renaissance Art to Diverse Audiences,” Hosted by 
the Memphis Brooks Museum of Art and Rhodes College, June 18-23, 2023 
Dorothy Kayser Hohenberg Chair of Excellence in Art History,  
The University of Memphis, academic year 2022-2023 
Hill Grant for Curriculum Development, Project to develop an online 
textbook for the Survey of Western Art, Rhodes College, 2022 [co-recipient 
with Miriam Clinton-Art History] 
Hill Grant for Curriculum Development, project to develop a new 
interdisciplinary course titled: Chemistry and Art, Rhodes College, 2018 [co-
recipient with Dana Horgen-Chemisty] 
The James F. Ruffin Chair of Art, Rhodes College, 2011-2017  
Faculty Development Grant



 Faculty Development Endowment Grant, Rhodes College, 1997  
 Fulbright Fellowship, Florence Italy, 1994-95 
 Samuel H. Kress Grant, Florence Italy, 1993 
 Berendson Award, Rutgers University, Best Graduate Paper, 1991 

Graduate Scholar and Russell Fellow, Rutgers University, 1990-92 
 University Fellow, Syracuse University, 1989-90 
 
 

Publications 

Books 
Donatello and the Dawn of Renaissance Art, London, Reaktion Press (USA 
distribution by the University of Chicago Press), 2019. 
[See reviews in Choice Magazine, April 2020 Vol. 57, No. 8; 



 
Published Articles 

“Donatello’s Moment,” Art Quarterly, Winter 2022, pp. 28







Commissioned review of The Art of Renaissance Italy, 1400 to 1600, McGraw-
Hill, publishers, 2005.





Andreas Schumacher, Florence and Its Painters, exhibition catalogue, Alte 
Pinakothek, Munich, Hirmer Publishers, Munich, 2018. Choice, 2019. 
 
Leo Steinberg, Michelangelo’s Sculpture: Selected Essays, ed. Sheila Schwartz, 
University of Chicago, Chicago and London, 2018. Choice, 2019. 
 
Ulrich Pfisterer, The Sistine Chapel: Paradise in Rome, tr. by David 
Dollenmayer, Getty Publications, 2018. Choice, 2018. 
 
Scott Nethersole, Art and Violence in Early Renaissance Florence, Yale University 
Press, New Haven and London, 2018. Choice, 2018. 
 
Stephanie A Porras, Art of the Northern Renaissance: Courts, Commerce, and 
Devotion, Laurence King, 2018. Choice, 2018. 
 
Martin Kemp and Giuseppe Pallanti, Mona Lisa: The People and the Painting, 
Oxford, 2017. Choice, 2017.  
 
John Marciari, Art of Renaissance Rome: artists and patrons in the Eternal City, 
Laurence King, 2017. Choice, 2017. 
 
Christoph Luitpold Frommel, Michelangelo's Tomb for Julius II: Genesis and 
Genius, J. Paul Getty Museum, Malibu, 2016. Choice, 2017. 
 
Eric M. Ramírez-Weaver, A saving science: capturing the heavens in Carolingian 
manuscripts, Penn State, 2017. Choice, 2017.  
 
Raphael's Tapestries: The Grotesques of Leo X, by Lorraine Karafel, Yale 
University Press, New Haven and London, 2016. Choice, 2017. 
 
Caravaggio and the Creation of Modernity, by Troy M. Thomas, Reaktion Books, 
London, 2016. Choice, 2016.   
 
Valentin de Boulogne: beyond Caravaggio, by Annick Lemoine and Keith 
Christiansen; with contributions by Patrizia Cavazzini, Jean-Pierre Cuzin, 
and Gianni Papi. Metropolitan Museum of Art and Yale University Press, 
New York, 2016. Choice, 2016.   
 
Christopher R. Marshall, Baroque Naples and the Industry of Painting: The World 
in the Workbench, Yale University Press, New Haven and London, 2016. Choice, 
2016.   
 
Raphael’s Ostrich, by Una Roman D’Elia, Penn State University Press, 
University Park, PA, 2015. Choice, 2016.  
 



Ornament & Illusion: Carlo Crivelli of Venice, ed. by Stephen J. Campbell; essays 
by C. Jean Campbell et al., Isabella Stewart Gardener Museum, Boston and 
Paul Holberton, London, 2016. Choice, 2016. 
 
Faith, Gender and the Senses in Italian Renaissance and Baroque Art: Interpreting the 
Noli me tangere and Doubting Thomas by Erin E. Benay and Lisa M. Rafanelli, 
Ashgate, Farnham, 2015. Choice, 2015. 
 
Andrea del Castagno and the Limits of Painting by Anne Dunlop, Harvey Miller, 
Turhout, Belgium, 2015. Choice, 2015. 
 
Ruskin’s Venice: The Stones Revisited, New Edition, by Sarah Quill, Lund 
Humphries, London, 2015. Choice, 2015.  
 
Canaletto: Bernardo Bellotto Paints Europe, ed. Andreas Schumacher, Hirmer 



 
The Power and the Glorification: Papal Pretensions and the Art of Propaganda in the 
Fifteenth and Sixteenth Centuries by Jan L. de Jong, Penn State University Press, 
University Park, PA, 2013. Choice, 2013. 
 
Emperor Maximilian I and the Age of Dürer, eds. Eva Michel and Maria Luise 
Sternath, Prestel Verlag, Vienna, 2012. Choice, 2012. 
 
The Early Dürer, eds. Daniel Hess and Thomas Eser, Thames & Hudson, 
London, 2012. Choice, 2012. 
  
Revealing the African Presence in Renaissance Europe, ed. Joaneath Spicer, Walters 
Art Museum, Baltimore, 2012. Choice, 2012.  
 
Bernini’s Beloved: A Portrait of Costanza Piccolomini by Sarah McPhee, Yale 
University Press, New Haven and London, 2012. Choice, 2012.  
 
The Badia of Florence: Art and Observance in a Renaissance Monastery, by Anne 
Leader, Indiana University Press, Bloomington, 2012. Choice, 2012. 
 
The Young Leonardo: Art and Life in Fifteenth-Century Florence, by Larry J. 
Feinberg, Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, 2011. Choice, 2011.   
 
Caravaggio & His Followers in Rome, edited by David Franklin and Sebastian 



Becoming Venetian: Immigrants and the Arts in Early Modern Venice, by Blake de 
Maria, Yale University Press, New Haven and London, 2010



Florentine Villas in the Fifteenth Century: An Architectural and Social History, by 
Amanda Lillie, Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, 2005. Choice, 2005. 
 
Masters of Italian Baroque Painting: The Detroit Institute of Arts, by R. Ward 
Bissell, Andria Derstine, and Dwight Miller, The Detroit Institute of Arts, 
Detroit, 2005. Choice, 2005. 
 
Leonardo da Vinci, Michelangelo, and the Renaissance in Florence, ed. By David 
Franklin with Louis A. Waldman and Andrew Butterfield, Yale University 
Press, New Haven and London, 2005. Choice, 2005. 
 
Michelangelo’s Last Judgment, edited by Marcia B. Hall, Cambridge University 
Press, Cambridge, 2005. Choice, 2005. 
 
Changing Patrons: Social Identity and the Visual Arts in Renaissance Florence, by Jill 
Burke, Penn State University Press, University Park, PA, 2004. Choice, 2004. 
  
I, Michelangelo, by Georgia Illetschko, Prestel, New York, 2004. Choice, 2004. 
 
Math and the Mona Lisa: the art and science of Leonardo da Vinci, by Atalay, 
Bülent, Smithsonian Books, Washington, 2004. Choice, 2004. 
 
St. Mark's: The Art and Architecture of Church and State in Venice, ed. by Ettore 
Vio, Riverside Book Company, New York, 2003. Choice, 2004. 
 
Large bronzes in the Renaissance, ed. by Peta Motture, National Gallery of Art 
and Yale University Press, New Haven and London, 2003. Choice, 2004. 

 
Reactions to the master: Michelangelo's effect on art and artists in the sixteenth 
century, ed. by Francis Ames-Lewis and Paul Joannides, Ashgate Press, 
Farnham, 2003. Choice, 2003. 
 
Il Gigante: Michelangelo, Florence, and the David 1492-1504, by Anton Gill, 
Thomas Dunne Books, New York, 2003. Choice, 2003.  
 
Albrecht Dürer and his Legacy: The Graphic Work of a Renaissance Artist, by 
Giulia Bartrum with Günter Grass, Joseph L. Koerner and Ute Kuhlemann, 
Princeton University Press, Princeton, 2002. Choice, 2003.   

 

Lectures, Conferences and Symposia  

“Michelangelo’s David: Censorship and Responses from the Renaissance to Today,” 
Norman L. and Roselea J. Goldberg Lecture, Vanderbilt University, September, 2023. 
 
“Donatello: Sculpting the Renaissance,” Hohenberg Chair of Excellence Lecture, 
Memphis Brooks Museum of Art, April, 2023.   
 





“The Contemporary Relevance of Michelangelo’s David,” Memphis College of Art, 
February, 2017. 
 
“Michelangelo’s David from Renaissance Icon to Modern Activist,” Mississippi State 
University, September, 2016.  
 
“A Culturomic Study of Michelangelo,” Renaissance Society of America Conference, 
Boston, April, 2016. 
 
“The Contemporary Fame of Michelangelo’s David,” Dixon Gallery and Gardens, 
Memphis, November, 2014.   
 
“The Sexuality of Michelangelo’s David,” Museo Nazionale di Antropologia ed 
Etnologia, Università degli Studi di Firenze, Florence, October, 2014. 
 
“The Sexuality and Censorship of Michelangelo’s David,” Rhodes College, Memphis, 
September, 2014. 
 
“Michelangelo’s David in the Contemporary Imagination,” Palazzo Tornabuoni, 
Florence, June, 2014. 
 
Moderator, A Scarlet Renaissance: A Symposium in Honor of Sarah Blake McHam and her 
35 Years at Rutgers University, Rutgers University, New Brunswick, NJ, March, 2013. 
 
Participant, The Seventh Quadrennial Italian Renaissance Sculpture Conference, 
University of Kansas and the Spencer Museum of Art, Lawrence, Kansas, November, 
2012. 
  
“Transforming the Antique: Donatello and the Martelli David,” College Art 
Association Conference, New York, 2011. 
 
Participant, Leonardo da Vinci: Hand of the Genius, Study Conference, High Museum of 
Art, Atlanta, 2009. 
 
Conference host, The sixth quadrennial Italian Renaissance Sculpture Conference, Rhodes 
College and Memphis Brooks Museum of Art, Memphis, TN, October-November, 
2008. 
 
“Desiderio da Settignano and the Portrait Bust of Marietta Strozzi,” The sixth 
quadrennial Italian Renaissance Sculpture Conference, Rhodes College and Memphis 
Brooks Museum of Art, Memphis, TN, 2008.   
 
“After the Gates of Paradise: A Ghiberti Coda at the Florence Baptistery,” The Gates 
of Paradise, Lorenzo Ghiberti’s Renaissance Masterpiece: A Symposium, Metropolitan 
Museum of Art, New York, 2007. 
 





 
“The Interaction of Painting and Sculpture in the Art of Perugino,” Medieval Studies 
Conference, Kalamazoo, MI, 2001. 
 
Conference Chair, “Domestic Art, Domestic Life: Living with Art in Renaissance 
Europe, 1400-1600,” College Art Association Conference, Chicago, IL, 2001. 
 
"Sculpture, Sculptors, and the Art of Perugino,” Italian Sculpture Conference, Athens, 
GA, 2000.  
 
“Donatello and His Bronze David: Questioning the Sexuality of Art and its Maker,” 
Midwest College Art Conference, Tulsa, OK, 2000.
 
“Just Married! Just Marriageable!: The Renaissance Portrait Bust as 
Celebration of Womanhood,” Art Marks the Event, Conference, Loyola 
University, Chicago, IL, 2000. 
 
“Real or Ideal?: Terracotta Busts of Children in Renaissance Florence,” 
Southeast Renaissance Conference, Savannah, GA, 1999. 

 
“Picturing St Francis: An Introduction to His Image in Art,” The Samuel H. 
Kress Symposium on Art and Architecture in a Franciscan Context, Memphis 
Brooks Museum, Memphis, TN, 1999. 

 
“Images and the Ideals of Youth: Two Portrait Busts of Children in the Lowe 
Gallery, University of Miami,” Southeast College Art Conference, Miami, FL, 
1998.   

 
“Perugino and His Florence Workshop,” Perugino and the Italian Renaissance: A 
Symposium, Grand Rapids Art Museum, Grand Rapids, MI, 1998. 

 
“Portrait Busts of Women in Quattrocento Florence,” Italian Sculpture 
Conference, Brigham Young University, Provo, Utah, 1996.  

 
“Sacred Art in Private Space: Examples from the Kress Collection,” The 
Caruthers Memorial Symposium, Memphis Brooks Museum of Art, Memphis, 
TN, 1996. 

 
"Portrait Busts of Children in Quattrocento Florence," Frick Symposium, Frick 
Collection, New York, NY, 1994. 

 
"Eleonora di Toledo and Bronzino," Graduate Student Symposium, Syracuse 
University in Florence, Florence, Italy, 1989. 

 

Additional Professional Activities  

Fulbright National Screening Committee: Italy, 2008-2010  



Italian Art Society (Nominating Committee, 2003-2006; Chair, 2009-2011; 
 Committee on Membership, Outreach, and Development, Chair, 2014-
2017) 

Conference Organizer, 



 College Art Association 
 Italian Art Society 
 Renaissance Society of America 

International Council of Museums 
 Archaeological Institute of America  
 Memphis Ukulele Flash Mob 
 
 
 


